DROPPED FROM THE CLOUDS.                  IIQ
Neb, Herbert, and Pencroft stopped, motionless. Top
plunged into the water, but the capybara, hidden at the
bottom of the pond, did not appear.
" Let us wait," said the boy, " for he will soon come to
the surface to breathe."
"Won't he drown ?" asked Neb.
" No/1 replied Herbert, "since he has webbed feet, and is
almost an amphibious animal. But watch Him."
Top remained in the water. Pencroft and his two com-
panions went to different parts of the bank, so as to cut off
the retreat of the capybara, which the dog was looking for
beneath the water.
Herbert was not mistaken. In a few minutes the animal
appeared on the surface of the water. Top was upon it in a
bound, and kept it from plunging again. An instant later
the capybara, dragged to the bank, was killed by a blow
from Neb's stick.
" Hurrah!" cried Pencroft, who was always ready with
this cry of triumph.
" Give me but a good fire, and this pig shall be gnawed
to the bones!"
Pencroft hoisted the capybara on his shoulders, and
judging by the height of the sun that it was about two
o'clock, he gave the signal to return.
Top's instinct was useful to the hunters, whof thanks to
the intelligent animal, were enabled to discover the road
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